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Response to Article: Distance Learning
Hodges, Moore, Lockee, Trust and Bond article The Difference between Emergency Remote Teaching and Online Learning highlights the emerging trends in the learning spectrum. It explores the broader understanding of the terms emergency remote teaching (ERT) and online learning. The authors also demonstrate the important ideas that institutions should emphasize on when evaluating emergency remote teaching. These ideas include focusing on the means of implementation rather than the outcome from the learners. According to the authors, the emergency remote teaching is complex and institutions should put more effort on the proper implementation. These efforts involve choosing the right online learning design options. Furthermore, the authors illustrate how the emergence of COVID-19 has changed the learning decision making process in various schools. Hodges et al (2020), also illustrate the difference between online learning and emergency remote teaching.
With urgency brought about COVID-19 pandemic, instructors and administrators have had challenges to implement the right avenue that would work for everyone. As Hodges et al (2020) explain faculties should ensure that the means they employ work for the staff, faculty as well as the learners. It is true the urgency brought by COVID-19 has disrupted the entire ecosystem of schools. I can relate to what the authors are demonstrating as the entire school calendar had to be moved online. Furthermore, institutions had to make hurried decisions to accommodate learning and keeping everyone safe. As a result, instructors and administrators resolved to diverse learning design options such as online learning and ERT.
In response to emergency remote teaching, various institutions had difficulties to ensure everyone was accommodated in the new way of learning. Like Hodges et al (2020) assert, students, faculty as well as the staffs are stressed and overwhelmed. This is because they need to perform beyond what they were used to before COVD-19. As a student, I have had real challenge as there is a lot of load to work on compared to the previous setup. 
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